see report 15 . SUBJECT TERMS "Our historical reliance on the seas for our economic and security requirements, coupled with the fact that the majority of conflicts will be located along the littoral drives us toward the development of a strategy that is maritime in nature. on the sea for its economic and political livelihood. Second, the Soviet Union will be the only country in the world that has the capability to challenge our way of life. And third, independent of the actions of the United States and the Soviet Union to reduce tensions, the rest of the world is becoming more economically interdependent, but more politically independent.
The United States has always been and will always be tied to the sea. Our geopolitical position is that of an island nation, with fraternal neighbors at our borders while linked to the rest of the world through multiple overseas alliances and maritime trade routes.
We have spent the greater part of our nation's history looking at the oceans as a buffer, protected from direct threat by a continental land power. Yet, we are linked to the rest of the globe by trade, alliance, and -yes, threat -a situation that requires forceful, intelligent use of the seas.
Maritime power is at the heart of our ability to influence Yes, Mahan's thoughts on maritime power are still relevant today. The one weakened concept of maintaining overseas havens is replaced by the premise of forward maritime deployment. It is the heart of a transoceanic strategy which intends to influence events at sea and on shore through command of the seas. Just as the forward presence of United States naval forces has contributed to the deterrence of conflict with the Soviet Union, it has enabled us to promote regional stability throughout the world. Carrier and battleship groups, along with forward deployed Marines, have come to represent the commitment and resolve of the United States to preserve regiona| stabi|ity and freedom of the seas.
